
This action is to consider the City of Palmdale's Mitigated Negative Declaration and adopt the 
Mitigation Monitoring Program, provide County aid to the City of Palmdale, approve a cooperative 
financial agreement between the County of Los Angeles and the City of Palmdale to provide 
financing and delegation of responsibilities for the construction of road and other improvements on 
Tierra Subida Avenue, and approve a quitclaim of fee interest in a County parcel on Tierra Subida 
Avenue to the City of Palmdale.

SUBJECT

June 15, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

TIERRA SUBIDA AVENUE (CACTUS DRIVE TO CITY RANCH ROAD)
ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

HIGHWAYS-THROUGH-CITIES AID, PROPERTY TRANSFER, AND
CITY OF PALMDALE-COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5)

(4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Acting as a responsible agency for the Tierra Subida Avenue Road Improvement project, consider 
the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared and adopted by the City of Palmdale as lead agency, 
together with any comments received during the public review period; certify that the Board has 
independently considered and reached its own conclusions regarding the environmental effects of 
the project as shown in the Mitigated Negative Declaration; adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, 
finding that the Mitigation Monitoring Program is adequately designed to ensure compliance with the 
mitigation measures during project implementation; and approve the project.   

2. Adopt Resolution No. 3908 finding that the road widening and improvement of Tierra Subida 
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Avenue between Cactus Drive and City Ranch Road in the City of Palmdale is of general County 
interest and that County of Los Angeles aid shall be provided to the City of Palmdale to be expended 
in accordance with all applicable provisions of law relating to funds derived from the Highway Users 
Tax in an amount up to $2,610,000 from the Fifth Supervisorial District's Road Construction Program 
included in the Fiscal Year 2009-10 Road Fund Budget.

3. Approve and instruct the Chair of the Board to sign on behalf of Los Angeles County Waterworks 
District 40, Antelope Valley, and the County of the Los Angeles the cooperative agreement with the 
City of Palmdale.  The agreement provides for the City of Palmdale to acquire right of way for road 
widening at the City of Palmdale's expense, administer the construction of the project, and finance all 
road improvement costs in excess of the County of Los Angeles' financial contribution.  The 
agreement further provides for Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40, Antelope Valley, to 
finance the cost to relocate waterlines, estimated to be $408,000.

4. Authorize the Director of Public Works or her designee to approve up to 10 percent of the Los 
Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40's share of the waterline relocation cost equal to $40,800 
for any costs of unforeseen items of work, thereby increasing the maximum cost of the waterline 
relocation for the Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40 from $408,000 to $448,800.

5. Find that the fee interest in County of Los Angeles' Parcel No. 1-1EX.1 is no longer required for 
the purposes of the County of Los Angeles.

6. Authorize the quitclaim of fee interest in Parcel 1-1EX.1 from the County of Los Angeles to the 
City of Palmdale.

7. Instruct the Chair of the Board to sign the Quitclaim Deed upon presentation by the Department of 
Public Works.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended action is to consider the enclosed previously adopted Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (MND) and adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program; obtain the Board of 
Supervisors' (Board) approval to provide County of Los Angeles (County) aid to the City of Palmdale 
(City); approval of the enclosed cooperative agreement between the County and the City to provide 
financing and delegation of responsibilities for the construction of road and other improvements on 
Tierra Subida Avenue, between Cactus Drive and City Ranch Road; and approval of a quitclaim of 
fee interest in a County parcel of land, Parcel 1-1EX.1, to the City.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3).  
The construction of road improvements on Tierra Subida Avenue will benefit residents in the City and 
nearby unincorporated County areas who travel on this street and will enhance their quality of life. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.  

The total project cost is estimated to be $8,978,000 of which up to $2,610,000 will be financed by the 
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County Highways-Through-Cities (HTC) funds; $408,000 by Los Angeles County Waterworks District 
No. 40, Antelope Valley (District 40); and $5,960,000 by the City.  Funding for the County's 
contribution of $2,610,000 is available from the Fifth Supervisorial District's Road Construction 
Program in the Fiscal Year 2009-10 Road Fund Budget.  Funding for District 40's costs of $408,000 
and an additional 10 percent contingency of $40,800 for unforeseen items of work for a maximum 
amount of $448,800 is available in the Fiscal Year 2009-10 District 40 Accumulative Capital Outlay 
Fund (N64).

There will be no monetary consideration paid for this quitclaim because the use of Parcel 1-1EX.1 
will benefit the residents within Community Facilities District No. 1 in accordance with Government 
Code Section 53313.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The City proposes to acquire right of way; widen, reconstruct, and resurface the deteriorated 
roadway pavement on Tierra Subida Avenue between Cactus Drive and City Ranch Road, including 
the construction of curb and gutter, sidewalk, driveways, and wheelchair ramps; and install a street 
lighting system, traffic signals, conduit for a future traffic signal interconnect system, and a storm 
drain system.  In 2004, the County provided the City $85,000 in HTC funds, Resolution No. 3880, for 
the preparation of the preliminary engineering for the project.  The proposed agreement provides for 
the City to acquire right of way at the City's expense and administer the construction of the project.  
The agreement further provides for the County to provide HTC funds to the City to assist the City 
with financing construction of said road improvements.  The City previously adopted Resolution No. 
CC 2010-015  (copy enclosed) on February 3, 2010, requesting an allocation and payment of HTC 
funds for the project.  The City will finance all road improvement costs in excess of the County's 
contribution.  The agreement also provides for District 40 to finance the relocation of existing 
waterlines as part of the road improvement project estimated to be $408,000.  The cost to relocate 
the waterlines cannot be increased beyond the estimated amount of $408,000 without District 40's 
prior written approval.  As part of this approval, the Department of Public Works (Public Works) is 
seeking authorization to establish a 10 percent contingency of $40,800 for unforeseen items that 
may occur.  District 40’s actual payment will be based upon a final accounting after completion of the 
project.  The City anticipates beginning project construction in the summer of 2010 and completing it 
in the summer of 2011.  

Sections 1680-1683 of the California Streets and Highways Code provide that the board of 
supervisors of any county may, by a resolution adopted by a four-fifths vote of its members, 
determine that certain types of road improvements are of general county interest and that County aid 
shall be extended therefore.  County aid may be provided in the form of labor, equipment, and 
materials or as a direct payment to the City.

Section 1803 of the California Streets and Highways Code provides that the board of supervisors of 
any county may enter into contracts or agreements with the legislative body of any city for the 
purposes of more efficient construction or repair of streets and roads within the city.  This proposal is 
also authorized and provided for by the provisions of Section 6500, et seq., of the Government Code.

Your Board's approval of the enclosed agreement is necessary for the delegation of responsibilities 
and the joint financing of the project.

Parcel 1-1EX.1 was purchased by the County as part of a larger parcel for the construction of a 
water storage tank site and other waterworks improvements funded by Community Facilities District 
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No. 1.  A portion of Parcel 1-1EX.1 is improved with a detention basin and also includes a 5 foot strip 
of land on the east side of Tierra Subida Avenue.  The County desires to transfer this parcel to the 
City for continued operation and maintenance. 

This conveyance is authorized by Government Code Section 25526.7.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

In approving the cooperative financial agreement and authorizing a quitclaim fee interest to the City 
of Palmdale, Public Works is acting as a responsible agency for the Tierra Subida Road 
Improvement project.  The City, as lead agency, prepared an Initial Study, consulted with Public 
Works, and adopted an MND for this project on October 1, 2008.  The recommended actions will not 
have a significant effect on the environment.

The project is not exempt from payment of a fee to the California Department of Fish and Game 
pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code to defray the costs of fish and wildlife 
protection and management incurred by the California Department of Fish and Game.  The City has 
paid the fee.  Upon your Board's finding that the project will not have a significant effect on the 
environment, Public Works will file a Notice of Determination in accordance with Section 21152(a) of 
the California Public Resources Code and pay the required filing fees with the Registrar 
Recorder/County Clerk in the amount of $75.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The project will enhance motorist safety by improving the roadway on Tierra Subida Avenue 
between Cactus Drive and City Ranch Road.
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CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter and two adopted copies of the agreement marked CITY 
ORIGINAL and DISTRICT 40 ORIGINAL to the Public Works, Programs Development Division.  The 
agreement marked COUNTY ORIGINAL is for your files. 

Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director

GF:SA:dg

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office
County Counsel
Executive Office
Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich (Norm 
Hickling, Paul Novak)
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